
Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                May 14, 2023 

 
WORSHIP – 10AM 

• the congregation is invited to stand 

  
 Welcome/Announcements/Prayer Requests 
 
 Prelude: “To Walk in Faith”                                                                   – David Paxton 
   
 Call to Worship 
 One: Creator God, you call us. 
 All: We say “yes” to your invitation and we gather as one to worship you. 
 One: Creator God, you invite us to stay with you. 
 All: You never leave us, you never forsake us, you abide with us, and we 

gather as one to worship you. 
 One: Creator God, you love us. 
 All: Extravagant is your welcome, great is your faithfulness, your grace 

overflows, and we gather as one to worship you, our Triune God. 
 
• Opening Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy!”        [E & R #1] 
   
• Opening Prayer 

Loving God, we give you thanks and praise for being with us today and always.  
You have gathered us here to celebrate you—our Creator, our Mother, our 
Father—with the gifts of your Holy Spirit.  Let our worship be all about you as we 
humbly pray for the Holy Spirit to keep our hearts, minds, and souls in tune with 
the Risen Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
• Call to Confession 
 God invites us in. God invites us into all the truth, the joyful truth and the 

shameful truth, in the promise that we will be heard, known, and blessed with 
grace. 

  
• Prayer of Confession   

We come in boldness and brokenness, Loving God.  We come in 
repentance asking for your grace and mercy for the indifference we do 
towards you and our neighbor.  Many times, we have failed to keep your 
commandments to love you above all and to love our neighbors as 
ourselves.  Give us the grace to abide in you as you remain abiding in us 
that we may live as Christ lives in this world. 

 

• Silent Confession 
 



• Assurance of Pardon   
God’s goodness and mercy chase after us, finds us, and gathers us like a mother 
gathering her chicks.  Under her wings, God covers us with God’s grace and 
holds us close declaring, “My child you are forgiven.  Come back to me for you 
are loved.”  Amen. 

  
• Response (sung)                                [E & R #40, vs 1] 
  Alleluia, fairest morning! Fairer than our words can say! 
  Down we lay the heavy burden Of life’s toil and care today, 
  While this morn of joy and love Brings fresh vigor from above. 
 
 Stewardship Moment            Jill Kulig  
  

Scriptures:                 Ron Grubb
 1 Peter 3:13-22 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do 
suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and 
do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be 
ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting 
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for 
your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for 
doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in 
order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in 
the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 
who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 
saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not 
as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven 
and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 
subject to him. 

 
 John 14:15-21 

Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. ”I 
will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while  the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day 
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have 
my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love 
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 



 
May God add a blessing to the reading and reflecting upon this Holy Word.  
  
 Sermon                - Rev. Deb Timmins 
 
 Choir Anthem: “Forever God's Love Endures”                    - Pepper Choplin 
    
• Affirmation of Faithi 

In sovereign love, God created the world good and makes everyone equally 
in God's image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one 
community . We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and 
renewer of life. 
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the  Church. 

 

• Invitation to Offering:  
We come in thanksgiving for God’s great faithfulness and abiding presence.  We 
come responding with generosity for kingdom building and to be avenues of 
God’s provisions. 

 
 Offertory: “More Love to Thee”                    - Doane, Arr. by Molly Ijames 
 

• Offertory Response: (sung)                                    [W & R #687] 
  All things are yours!  We make that true, 
  when we return our gifts to you. 
  And so we give, and so we share, 
  in Christ’s strong name expressing care. 
 

• Prayer of Dedication  
May these gifts be our testimony to our faithfulness to you, Abiding God, 
even as we offer to you all that we are and all that we have for your glory, 
honor, and praise.   Amen. 

 

• Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and  the glory, forever. Amen.    



 
• Response – (all singing)                         [E&R 501] 
  Hear our prayer, O Lord; Hear our prayer, O Lord; 
  Hear our prayer, O Lord, And grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 
 
• Commission and Benediction  

The God of creation is with you and all around you—upholding, sustaining, 
loving.  Go and be Christ’s justice and peace!  Go, and be God’s goodness and 
love!  Go, and be the Holy Spirit’s visible expression!  Amen. 

 
• Three-fold Amen                            [E & R #558] 
 

• Closing Hymn: “Lord, dismiss us with Thy Blessing”             [E & R #35] 
 

• Chimes 
 
• Postlude:  “Trumpet Tune”                         -arr. by S. Drummond Wolff 
 

 
All scripture references from: 
The 2022 Lectionary Calendar – Lectionary Page 
(www.lectionarypage.net). All rights reserved. 

 
            

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 

Those of you at home are invited to mail your offering envelopes to the church at: 
Friedens United Church of Christ 

P.O. Box 268 
Sumneytown, PA  18084 

     
Anyone giving electronically, may do so now by using the 

QR reader on your phone to scan the QR Code 

 
or by going to www.friedens-sumney.org  

and clicking on the green “give now” button.  
Whatever your preference, and whatever you can give,  

thank you for your generosity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The music in this service is reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
711813.  All rights reserved. 
 
Prelude:   
To Walk in Faith 
Music:  David Paxton, © 1995 Lorenz Publishing Co., a division of the Lorenz Corporation.  All 
rights reserved. 
 
Hymn:  
Holy, Holy, Holy! 
Words:   Reginald Heber, 1826; Public Domain. 
Music:   John B. Dykes, 1861; NICAEA; Public Domain. 
 
Response:   
Alleluia, Fairest Morning 
Words:  Jonathan Krause, 1739, Tr. Jane Borthwick, 1858; Public Domain 
Music:   Heinrich Albert, 1643; GOTT DES HIMMELS UND DER ERDEN (Albert); Public Domain. 
 
Choir Anthem: 
Forever God's Love Endures 
Words & Music:  Pepper Choplin; © 2015 Hope Publishing Company.  All rights reserved. 
 
Offertory: 
More Love to Thee 
Music:  William Doane, Arr. by Molly Ijames (ASCAP); © 2011 SoundForth, a division of The Lorenz 
Corporation.  All rights reserved. 
 
Offertory Response:  
All Things Are Yours 
Words:  Bryan Jeffrey Leech (1931- ), © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.  All rights reserved. 
Music:    William Gardiner's Sacred Melodies, 1815; GERMANY;  Public Domain. 
 
Prayer Response:  
Hear Our Prayer, O Lord 
Music: George Whelpton, 1847-1930; Public Domain. 
 
Hymn:  
Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing 
Words:  John Fawcett, 1773; Public Domain 
Music:   Sicilian Melody, 1794; SICILIAN MARINERS; Public Domain 
 
Postlude:  
Trumpet Tune 
Music:  John Stanley, 1713-86, Ed. and arr. by S. Drummond Wolff; ©1977 Concordia Publishing House.  All 
rights reserved. 
Trumpet Tune ©1977 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org.  Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Announcements – 5/14/2023 

 

Today’s Worship Helpers 
Greeter:  Shirley Long 

Lay Reader:  Ron Grubb 
Ushers/Offering Stewards:  Gail Stevens / Joe Seasholtz 

Tech Team:  Joe Seasholtz 

 

•••• Upcoming Greeters*:   

 Sunday, May 21: Ron Grubb 
 Sunday, May 28: Barb Yoder  
 
• Upcoming Lay Reader*:     
 Sunday, May 21: Gail Stevens 
 Sunday, May 28: Pam Morris  
 

• Ushers/Offering Stewards*: 
 Sunday, May 21: Teri Hoffman/ Betty Yerger 
 Sunday, May 28: Lisa Bernhart / Bob Gray   
 

*If you are scheduled to be the Greeter/Acolyte/Lay Reader/Usher/ Offering Steward and 
are not able to serve on your scheduled Sunday, kindly switch with someone on the 
schedule and please notify the office of the changes. Thank you! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Delegates or Visitors for Upcoming UCC Meetings: 
Would you like to know what is happening at the local UCC level or national level serving as a 
delegate (vote) or a visitor?  The following are dates of such meetings.   
 
PSEC Conference Meeting at West Chester University on Friday, June 3, and Saturday, June 4. You 
can stay over at the university or you can commute for one or both of the days.   
 
General Synod (national) in Indianapolis, IN on June 30 – July 4, 2023.  Alec Hoffman has been 
asked to be a delegate, but you can go as a visitor.   
 
If you are interested or have questions, please contact Alec Hoffman. 

  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Pentecost is our Christian holiday which takes place on the 50th day (7th Sunday) after Easter Sunday.  This 
special holiday is considered the birthday of the Church.  It commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit on 
the Apostles and other followers of Jesus while they were in Jerusalem.  You are invited on Pentecost to 
WEAR RED to celebrate this holy day on Pentecost Next Sunday, May 28th. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Wishing a very Happy Birthday to the following  
members and friends! 

 
May 14 – Janet Goodwin 
May 14 - Mike McKinlay 

May 19 – Erin Moyer 
May 19 – Barbara Schaffer 
May 21 – Sarah Steinman 

May 23 – Pam Morris 
May 28 – Craig Bernhart 

May 28 – Marcella Bernhart 
May 28 – Emily Moll 

May 31 – Jack Adams 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Our next 5 for 5 special offering is:  

 Strengthen the Church 

  on Pentecost Sunday, May 28, 2023 

The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering reflects the shared commitment of people across the United 
Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC. Conferences and the national setting equally share the 
gifts given by members and friends through their local congregations. The funds raised support leadership 
development, new churches, youth ministry, and innovation in existing congregations.  By your generosity 
to this offering, you build up the Body of Christ. 

As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity will plant new churches, 
awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in our youth and young adults. Our 
congregation will receive the Strengthen the Church offering on Pentecost Sunday, May 28, 2023.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS –  May 7, 2023 
Attendance:33   (IP);8   (Zoom)  

(IP) = In-person  
 

 
 

To Date: 

Income Needed $3,168 $60,192 

Income Received $2,062 $45,586 

Difference (-) ($1,106) ($14,606) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
i Service Prayers were written by Rev. Epenito “Rambu” Ursos, Jr., Senior Pastor of First Filipino American United Church of Christ (FAAUCC) in San 
Bruno, California, published on UCC Worship Ways. 
i Excerpted from "A Brief Statement of Faith," The Book of Confessions, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 


